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Dear All, 
 
I hope you are keeping well and making some sense of the present confusing times. 
 
As you will know, the school has remained open since the start of Lockdown, supervised by senior staff, and 
we have welcomed in children of key workers.  I am writing to you today to outline our initial planning as to 
how we can widen access to the school community in term 6 in line with government aspirations.  I use that 
word, aspirations, advisedly as we, and our Primary colleagues, do not receive specific confirmation about 
what schools should do until May 28th.  Until then, we are planning in line with the government’s hope that 
Years 10 and 12 can receive “some face to face tuition before the Summer holidays”.  I am conscious that 
school re-opening has become a national, emotional and psychological issue that the media has enjoyed 
driving. 
 
Do bear with me.  As you will appreciate, re-opening the school in any form is a logistical nightmare under the 
current conditions and our planning is cautious, initially, and totally driven by the health and safety needs of 
students and staff.  I would rather start slowly and build on our planning than unroll something very 
ambitious which we then have to row back from. 
 
I have received no clear advice as to what service Stagecoach will provide and I hear the repeated message 
that public transport is to be avoided where possible.  I also note a survey at the weekend of 20,000 parents 
stating that 81% would not send their children back to school in June.  Please be aware that any planning I 
reveal at this stage is open to change if the national picture dramatically re-arranges itself, infection levels rise 
in a second spike or government advice fluctuates.  I simply felt it was right and proper to share with you 
what our initial hopes are and how our thinking is shaping up in response to the easing of Lockdown 
restrictions.  I am as unsure as any of you which scientists I should be following, but the overwhelming 
majority of staff have indicated that they are ready and willing to return to work sometime in June. 
 
Therefore, from June 1st we plan to continue receiving the children of key workers at the school and 
vulnerable students.  We repeat that key workers’ children are entitled to be at school and that we have the 
capacity to take more than we currently have at the present moment. 
 
From June 22nd we would like to partially open the school to welcome back students in Year 10. The best way 
we can envisage ensuring social distancing and Covid-secure hygiene is to bring the boys back in two different 
groups on different days. Half of Year 10 (two Houses) will come in on the 22nd (about 65 students) and be 
taught English and Maths alternatively in small classes.  The next day the remainder will attend.  In both 
instances I would urge you to have a discussion with your employers about flexibility allowing you to drive 
your children to school if walking or cycling are not options.  Online tuition for option groups will continue 
throughout. 
 
On Wednesday, Group A will come in for a day of Science, repeated on Thursday for the rest.  All days will 
begin with activities on the field supervised by our PE Department.  All social distancing will be observed and 
policed.  Students should bring a packed lunch with them as social distancing cannot be observed for staff in 
our small canteen.  Sports kit or shorts and T shirts should be worn to avoid the need to use the changing 
facilities. 
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The following week, Year 10 will stay at home and Year 12 will be invited in with a slightly more complicated 
timetable, half a year group at a time.  Where possible, teachers will go to students classrooms not vice versa.  
It is likely that we will repeat this model for the remaining two weeks of term though, if we find we have 
capacity to widen the provision, we will look at models of having both Year groups in for more days. 
 
We will have sanitising stations installed and masks in place for individual choice and a one way system 
around the school. 
 
I am sorry, at this stage, not to have something more tangible to offer parents of Year 7, 8 and 9 students, but 
the situation may change in an ever fluctuating world.  Online tuition will continue for these year groups and 
we are working with Subject Leaders to investigate ways of refreshing and re-vamping this online tuition. 
 
Obviously you will, in time, need more detail and senior colleagues and I have a month to plan intensively to 
make sure we get The Langton as Covid-secure as we can and I will write to you again to update you on our 
progress. I know that some of you will be apprehensive about your children returning to school; Project Fear 
has been very effective on that front.  However, I would not be inviting students back if I did not think we 
could make The Langton a safe place for them. 
 
For now, it just remains to wish you all well, the very best of health and hope that you all stay safe. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Ken Moffat 
Headteacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


