Introduction

Thank you for taking the time to review the public
presentation document that we have put together to
outline the proposals for the expansion of Simon Langton
Grammar School for Boys, prior to the submission of a
detailed planning application.

Within the Canterbury district there is a shortage of
selective secondary school places. The Simon Langton
Grammar School for Boys is therefore under increased
pressure to increase the number of pupils admitted each
year to five forms-of-entry (150 students per year group).

Since September 2020, the school has admitted 150
students per year. Therefore, some of the expansion has
alreadybeenaccommodatedwith 1,144 students currently
onrole, increasing to 1,250 students by September 2024.
The current published capacity of the school buildings
is 947 students; therefore, additional accommodation is
required to meet current and future demands.

To accommodate the increased number of pupils it is
proposed to construct a new two-storey classroom block
to provide 17 additional classroom spaces. Nine of the
additional classrooms are to replace existing temporary
classrooms that due to their poor condition are no longer
fit for purpose; therefore, the proposals will result in a
net increase of 8 classrooms.

In addition to the classroom block itis proposed to extend
the existing Dining Hall by circa 50m2 to accommodate
the increased school population.

Integralto the proposalsareimprovements to the existing
parking arrangements and improved facilities for school
buses to enter, turn around and exit the school site.
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Educational Need

The County Council is the Strategic Commissioner of
Education Provision in Kent and has a duty to ensure that
sufficient school places are available to meet demand. The
Kent Commissioning Plan 2020-2024 identified the need
for additional selective places for the Canterbury and
Faversham Planning group. Forecasts indicted a deficit of
20 Year 7 places for September 2021 and a continual need
through the plan period of up to 37 additional places.
However, as Simon Langton had already increased their
Published Admission Number in 2020 before the delivery
of this proposed build programme, their expansion has
already been factored into the forecast and this identified
pressure is in addition to the additional students that the
school is now taking. The expansion at Simon Langton
Grammar School for Boys will also ensure that the Boys
and Girls Grammar school’'s admission numbers are more
aligned, helping to secure equality of opportunity for boys
and girls to attend a grammar school in the planning area.
This build programme is to provide the accommodation to
meet the needs of the additional students already being
admitted into the school as well as replacing current
mobile accommodation that has come to the end of its
serviceable life.
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Proposed Expansion

* Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys undertook
a consultation in the in 2019/20 admissions round
to increase their admission number to 150 from
September 2020.

* |tis proposedto provide the accommodation required r
for a five form of entry school (150 students per year DD
group), taking the total pupil population to 750 for
Years 7 to 11. The school also has a sixth form. *
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* The school would grow each year from September
2020 onwards to a total capacity of 750 by September
2024.

PSS g g

The build programme will provide the 17 additional - s
classrooms required to meet the additional pupil place N _ N -
need and will replace the mobile accommodation that b g
can no longer be used due to their condition. These
classrooms will be provided through delivery of a new
2 storey teaching block. In addition, it is proposed to
extend the dining area and carry out external works to
deliver additional car parking facilities.
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help to secure our ambition "to ensure that Kent's ]
young people have access to the education, work and )
skills opportunities necessary to support Kent business I (Classs -
to grow and be increasingly competitive in the national Tl e

and international economy” as set out in ‘Increasing e
Opportunities, Improving Outcomes: Kent County Lﬁ__hJuuzﬁ'“;u
Council's Strategic Statement (2015-2020)".
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Conclusion
Kent County Council has a duty to ensure that sufficient
school places are available to meet demand. The latest
forecast data shows that without the additional expansion By Department Legend
of Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, the local .
authority will be unable to provide sufficient selective %;:ahlgmm
school places in sufficient numbers to meet demand for [ staff spaces
children moving from primary to secondary schools within E;Z:C::Iagcsit::sg:rage
Canterbury District. The school needs to replace mobile [ Non-net
accommodation that is no longer fit for purpose and have [ aireuation
sufficient teaching and social space to meet the needs of
its increased student population. N ]
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Proposals

At present the school buses are brought right into the
centre of the school site where they turn around and park
onthe existing playground areainfront to the Star Centre.
This is less than ideal because of the level of disruption
and risk to student’'s safety caused. A situation that
requires extensive management by the school staff at the
start and end of the school day.

We are proposing to alter the layout of the car park thatis
referred to as car park 3 to provide a means for the school
buses to enter, turn around and exit the school site safely
and with minimal disruption to the flow of traffic on
Langton Lane which in turn will cause less disruption at
the junction with Langton Lane and Nackington Road.

We propose to provide an additional 22 car parking spaces
across the school site to cater for the increased number
of staff employed due to the schools expansion. 10% of
these will have the facility to charge electric vehicles.
In addition to the above, we propose to enhance the
landscaping across the school site.

Proposed classroom block

Having undertaken a feasibility study of the school site,
due to the site constraints the only viable location for the
proposed classroom block was within the vicinity of the
existing classroom block known as the Star Centre, within
an existing playground area.

The proposed classroom block is a two-storey building
providing 17 classrooms (14 general classrooms and 3
ICT / business classrooms), along with associated staff,
storage and ancillary spaces that are associated with a
standalone classroom block.

The proposed building has been located to create a
dialogue with the Star Centre with the provision of a
hard landscaped pedestrian circulation area between the
two buildings. To the north sufficient space has been
maintained to provide a vehicular access to the existing
playground which is currently used as an overflow parking
area. This access will enable the school funded MUGA
project to be constructed in the future.
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We are in the process of developing the elevational /
material strategy for the proposed building, but it is likely
that the ground floor will be finished with a yellow stock
brick to match the brickwork elsewhere within the school.
At first floor level we are proposing that the facade is
finished with a through coloured render. We are proposing
that the windows will be aluminium, finished in a dark grey
accented with ventilation panels which we propose will be
finished in the school colour.

Domestic hot water and space heating within the building
is to be provided using air source heat pumps. These
are an efficient source of hot water and heating using
electricity from renewable sources. The external fabric of
the building will be designed and constructed to ensure air
tightness and provide high levels of thermal efficiency to
limit heat inputs. The classroom spaces will be provided
with good levels of natural ventilation and daylighting to
ensure an exceptional learning environment.

Dining hall

The existing dining hall is to be extended by 50m2. We
have proposed that the existing building is extended to
the south following the form and materials used in the
construction of the existing dining hall.

Removal of temporary classrooms

Following the construction of the new classroom block the
existing temporary classrooms will be removed from site.
The temporary classrooms have exceeded their useful
life and have required increasing levels of maintenance in
recent years to ensure that they remain watertight and
useable.

Once removed the sites of the former temporary
classrooms will be converted to car parking spaces, or re
landscaped with hard and soft landscaping.
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Next Steps

Having reviewed the presentation we would welcome
any feedback that you wish to provide. Your responses
will be carefully considered and will be useful to inform
the design development of the proposals prior to the
submission of the detailed planning application.

In order to achieve a planning decision by the end of July
2021, we are required to submit a planning application
before May 2021. This willenable the works to commence
on site with the construction of the improvements to
the car parking and bus turning facilities. It is crucial
for these works to be completed within the first phase
to remove the buses from the area where the proposed
classroom block is to be constructed. The final phase
of the works will be the removal of the temporary
classrooms once the new classroom block has been

completed.
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